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4th August 2026

DOMESTIC ABUSE PROTECTION 	NOTICE AND ORDER
ROLLOUT ACROSS ENGLAND AND WALES

You will be aware that Domestic Abuse Protection Notices and Orders (DAPNs and DAPOs), legislated for under Part 3 of the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, have been piloted in selected areas since November 2024 across family, civil and criminal courts. The policy is jointly owned between the Ministry of Justice and Home Office.

The DAPN is a police-issued notice that provides immediate protection against domestic abuse, following which a DAPO must be heard in the magistrates’ courts within 48 hours. The DAPO is a new civil order which brings together the strongest elements of existing orders, and the intention is for it to become the go-to protective order for all cases of domestic abuse. The DAPO enables courts to impose stronger and more tailored conditions on perpetrators than existing protective orders, including electronic monitoring (“tagging”) and positive requirements, such as participation in behaviour change or substance misuse programmes, aimed at addressing the behaviour of underlying causes of abusive behaviour. These measures can be imposed alongside prohibitions and restrictions, such as exclusion zones and no-contact provisions. The DAPO also requires perpetrators to notify the police of their name and address within three days of the order being made and to keep this information up to date for its duration.  

Unlike the current Domestic Violence Protection Notices and Orders (DVPNs/DVPOs)  which are available only to the police and are limited to 28 days, the DAPO can provide protection from all forms of domestic abuse for a longer period where necessary. It is also the first cross-jurisdictional domestic abuse protective order, available through a variety of routes across the family, civil and criminal jurisdictions. Victims and third parties may apply through the family court, while the police may apply through the magistrates’ court. Breach of a DAPO is a criminal offence. 

The DAPO pilot is currently underway and is being independently evaluated, with the pilot due to conclude in November 2026. We are pleased to confirm the Government will roll out DAPNs and DAPOs across England and Wales from 25 November 2026. We will continue to work to strengthen the orders post rollout, with certain aspects being introduced on a phased basis following rollout. 

We will be updating our existing guidance documents and public-facing information on GOV.UK over the coming weeks and months and will share these with you as soon as they are available. 

In the meantime, we would appreciate it if you could begin communicating with your members about the Government’s intention to rollout DAPNs and DAPOs across England and Wales from 25 November 2026. It is particularly important if you could encourage your members to engage with their justice partners locally, to ensure readiness for the November rollout. We would also be pleased to support your engagement activities, for example by providing content for your communications channels or by speaking at your upcoming meetings or events. We would be grateful if you could confirm that communications have been shared with your members.

Legal Aid for DAPNs and DAPOs 
Legal aid for DAPNs and DAPOs, which was made available under the pilot, will continue to be available on the same basis for national rollout. Civil legal aid is available for DAPOs as set out in the 2024 Standard Civil Contract – DAPO Pilot Scheme Specification and may be undertaken by both providers with the 2024 Standard Civil Contract and providers with the 2025 Standard Crime Contract. Criminal legal aid is available for DAPNs and DAPOs as set out in the Criminal Bills Assessment Manual and may be undertaken by providers with the 2025 Standard Crime Contract. Training materials are also available on Legal Aid Learning. The Legal Aid Agency will be updating these documents for the start of the national rollout.

How to get in touch
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or queries on the policy context for DAPNs and DAPOs, how they operate in practice or for support with your member engagement. You can contact us at: DAPOTeam@justice.gov.uk. 
 


Yours sincerely

Maja Vojnovic
On behalf of the DAPO Implementation Team
The Ministry of Justice Domestic Abuse Policy Team
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